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W ard Edwards, Father of Behavoralecision Theory
LISht X XiaaFe3
(1. Instiute of Psychology Chnese Academy of Sciences Beijing100101
2 Deparment of Psychology Peking University Beijing€100871)
Abstract

W ard Edwards he father of behaviora] dec sion theory

integrated econan ics and Pychology and Pioneered the
descrptive theories of riky decispn making He ajso
laid the 8roungwork {or early research on Bayesgn iv
ference ] ater he became a kader in he develobment
and premotpn of decision analysis Be8ning with a
brief rewospect of Edwards [ife this Paper reviews Ed
wards contriputions n the field of descrptive feory of
kY dec sion making and h achievanents mn hehav

jora] decisionmak ng which brought dec sionmaking ©
the attentpn of Pychologists as a toPic Pr hehavior]
research and gave behaviora] decispn theoty its name
His influence on hehaviora] decispnmaking n China is
ako discusse] Furhemore the auhors encourage
young scholars t0 devote thanselves 10 the sudy of be
havpr] decisionmak ng

Keywo rd:s behaviora] dec ispnmaking sup jec
tive [y expected utﬂitymode,l Bayesjan decsion



